
“Using Local Voices to Teach the Voting Rights Story” 

Friday, September 16, 2022 

Nelson Multipurpose Room – Co-Lin Natchez Campus 
Continuing Education Workshop sponsored by The Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration in conjunction 

with the Willa Mae Dunn Library, Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natchez Campus. “Voices and Votes, 

Democracy in America,” Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition and the Mississippi Humanities Council. 

9:00 am – 10:15 am Robert Mayer, author of In the Name of Emmett Till: How the Children of the Mississippi 

Freedom Struggle Showed Us Tomorrow discusses the power of stories as a tool to teach with primary sources. 

All participants will receive a copy of the book. (1.25 hours) 

10:30 am – 11:45 am- Mark LaFrancis, oral historian and documentary film maker, presents a workshop on 
gathering oral history in the classroom featuring Hezekiah Watkins.  Mr. Watkins, as a thirteen-year-old 
student at Rowan Junior High School in Jackson, Mississippi, was arrested in the summer of 1961 for his 
participation in a sit-in at the Greyhound Bus Terminal in Jackson, Mississippi. His oral history is featured in 
Mayer’s book. (1.25 hours) 
 
12:00 pm – 12:30– Lunch and learn, provided by Beth Richard, features an overview of the traveling 

Smithsonian Museum on Mainstreet, Voices and Votes Exhibit hosted by the Co-Lin Campus Library Fall 2022.  

Instructions included on using the interactive “American Experiment” games, included in the exhibit, to teach 

the concept of democracy. Along with an overview of programming for student groups visiting the exhibit. 

(.5 hours) 

 

12:45 – 1:00 pm - Laughter Yoga session with certified instructor, Elisabeth Grant-Gibson (.25 hours) 

1:00-1:30 pm- Participants practice gathering oral histories by interviewing each other with prepared 

questions provided. (.5 hours) 

1:30-2:30 pm - The teachers will become the students while using a role-play lesson, led by Betty Jo Harris, 

from civilrightsteaching.org "Sharecropper Challenge U.S. Apartheid, The Mississippi Freedom Democratic 

Party."  

(1 hour) 

 

2:30-3:00 – Final thoughts and discussion on the practical application of using local voices in the classroom. 

(.50 hours) 

Total CEUs:  5.25 hours/.525 CEU 

Registration due by September 9, 2022 
Fee of $20 includes:  CEU certificate, book, and lunch 

To pay by credit card call 601.446.1204  

or mail form and payment to 

Copiah-Lincoln Community College 

Willie Mae Dunn Library 

11 Co-Lin Circle 

Natchez MS  39120 

Email CEU Request Form to:  patricia.dawson@colin.edu 

For questions or more information please call 601.446.1101  

mailto:patricia.dawson@colin.edu

